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During the 25 years, one of the most discussed philosophical issues about Priorat has
been the use of international grape varieties to complement the local Garnatxa and
Carinyena (Grenache and Carignan in French). Pérez explained, ‘At that time
Garnatxa and Carinyena were considered oxidative and the Catalan Agriculture
Department recommended that we should plant the so-called improving grapes,
Cabernet, Merlot and Syrah. We of course fell prey to that." Glorian of Clos Erasmus
added, ‘Garnatxa had a very bad reputation because in France some over-productive
clones were used’.

Today the local grapes have won the day. Palacios has changed to almost 100%
Garnatxa for Finca Dofi and L’Ermita. Barbier is succeeding with its Carinyena-based
wine Manyetes and Clos Martinet is gaining recognition with its top cuvée Cami de
Pesseroles based solely on Garnatxa and Carinyena. Although Glorian’s Clos Erasmus
still has an important percentage of Syrah, she abandoned Cabernet Sauvignon in
2003. Palacios was very clear: ‘Priorat has such potential that we should be able to
forgive any errors of youth’.

Another hot topic was the capacity to age. I have a love-hate relationship with aged
Priorat. My experience includes both great bottles with some showing obvious
premature evolution. I am still not fully persuaded about the idea of ageing Priorat.
However, if you take a look at my notes on Clos Martinet 1991 and Finca Dofi 1994
below you will see that they showed perfectly. Palacios made the interesting point
that ‘some wines from the early 2000s have hit a bump on the road after few years in
bottle, but they are now experiencing a revival’.

Of course, international press recognition was also mentioned. Priorat was really
coddled by the American wine press in the first decade of this century. In fact they all
agreed on the key role the media have had in supporting the revolution of the area.

Jancis Robinson was the first international author to publish the region's wine map,
which was extremely helpful in increasing awareness of Priorat’, said Barbier.

Just as an example, if you take a quick look at our tasting notes database, you will see
that Clos Martinet is rarely rated below 17, whereas Mogador consistently achieves
17.5, Erasmus 18, and Finca Doff has reached a paramount 19 for the 2004.

Priorat has also experienced what might be regarded a silent revolution with the
emergence of second or third labels at lower prices. In the €10 to €30 segment Priorat
demonstrates very consistent quality and great value. Clos Martinet and Alvaro
Palacios have been structuring their offering with different qualities since the
beginning, while Erasmus's second label Laurel was launched in 2003. Clos Mogador
is the only original Priorat wine that has not bet on second labels. Barbier pointed
out, ‘the second and third labels have helped to increase considerably the market size,
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and they have been extremely important to build a sustainable region. However, as
Clos Mogador was born with the idea of single estate I did not want to produce a
second label'. Palacios said, ‘I was selling my young-vines wine in bulk. After the 2007
financial crisis the vines reached 18 years and I decided it was time to produce Camins
del Priorat. Wines in this cheaper segment have helped many Priorat producers to
withstand the crisis’. Camins del Priorat is a remarkable third label that consistently
achieves scores of 16.5 on this site [or even more, as here - JR].

Below you will find my notes on the wines presented, in alphabetical order by
producer. But before presenting them I would like to finish with Glorian's words: 25
years, they have flown by! I hope we can continue this way for 25 more’. Dare I say,
my compliments and I really hope you keep amazing wine lovers with your
prodigious wines.
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